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Shelburne was violent, and Lord Mansfield so violently
frightened, that he was not there; on which I hear King
George joked before all his servants, when he was told it
after the play. The newspapers, which now are very
accurate in recounting debates, will tell your Ladyship
the rest very faithfully to-morrow. When the last Prime
Minister designs to open his plan I do not know? the
present produces his to-day. There is a great deal of
bravery and a great deal of terror stirring; and the address
of to-day, I am told, has a layer of each. You must prepare,
Madam, to talk America; there is no other topic to be
heard, and in truth it grows a very grave one. You must
lay aside your botany from the hyssop to the cedar of
Libanus, and study imports and exports, and charters and
geography, and religion and government, and such light
reading: you will have occasion for it all. In a little time
the whole country will be so much in earnest, that the
dispute will probably lie in a less compass; people discuss
at first, but are only angry and personal at last: and to be
sure that is more amusing.

I hope this is the last letter I shall send you before you
land at Hyde Park turnpike. You will have a very good
neighbourhood there; Lord and Lady Apsley3 are mighty
agreeable people.

1607.   To SIB HORACE MANK.

Arlington Street, Feb. 15,1775.

You have been made easy long ago, I hope, about my
gout, and have restored your good opinion to the bootikins,
which reduced it to so short a fit. They could not give you

3 Tryphena, daughter of Thomas     wards second Earl Bathurst), created
Sciwen; m. (1759), as Ms second     Baron Apsley in 1771.
wife, Hon. Henry Bathnrst (after-
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